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Course Description:  
 

AP United States History is a one-credit, two semester (full year) course that meets every other day in block schedule 

format.  The course is designed to help students prepare for the Advanced Placement United States history exam that is 

administered in May.  We will be covering more than four hundred years of history during the course of the school year.  In 

addition to the entire textbook, there will be a substantial amount of required outside reading for the course.  A particular 

emphasis will be placed upon reading, analyzing, and writing about primary sources.  Students will also be required to 

independently research more than seven hundred historical terms.  The experience is intended to reflect what is expected of 

students in an entry level college course. 

 

Because this class is intended to prepare you for the AP exam in May, it is, by design, very demanding.  Although there are 

no prerequisites for the course, you will be expected to adapt to the rigor and pace I establish.  We cannot and will not relax 

the requirements to accommodate you or your schedule.  The class will emphasize independent reading, note taking, 

research, and writing rather than projects or group work.  

 

This course will encourage you to develop an understanding and appreciation of some of the significant issues and themes 

in American history.  These themes will include: 

 

                             American identity 

                             American diversity 

                             Causes and consequences 

                             Continuity and change 

                             Economic transformation 

                             Reform and reaction 

                             Politics and citizenship 

                             America and the world 

                             Globalization 

 

Assessments will cover class notes, the textbook and outside readings, and the terms you are required to research 

independently.  All major tests will be constructed and evaluated in the same format as the AP exam.  Successful 

completion of the AP exam my earn a student three credits at many colleges and universities.  A rigorous academic 

schedule is also viewed favorably by colleges and universities when evaluating candidates for admission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


